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find especially valuable my background in, of all unlikely pursuits, 
literary criticism. When I think about it, this becomes less surpris- 
ing. The critic is trained to look hard at the tiny details of what is 
written, to pick up nuances of meaning, to know when the thing said is 
less revealing than the thing unsaid. Whenever there was need to un- 
scramble what, for example, the Soviet press wanted people to believe 
about black box recovery, or what our own side was trying to make us 

swallow about the capabilities of radar, the habits of the critic's 
trade caaie in handy* 

But the real work, in the sense of a sustained and focused in- 
tellectual attack on tangled, knotty material, has been Bob Allardyce's 
analysis of the navigational and communications data of the fatal flight. 

Along with the material itself, Bob's tools were the Jeppesen- 
Sanderson air navigation maps of the North Pacific; his computer, a 
Hewlett-Packard UlCX handheld model with Aviation and Navigation mod- 
ules; and his own forty-three years in aviation. 

Bob's professional background, indeed, was a tool every bit as 

indispensible as maps and computers. As 1 quickly came to realize, the 

aviation community is a world unto itself, in which the respect of your 

peers is hard to earn and easy to lose. And It was at the time (it 

still is) a world deeply and understandably Interested in the KE007 
disaster- 

Bob's standing in aviation enabled him to do what no outsider 
(and not many insiders) could have done, draw on the expertise of doz- 
ens of pilots, flight engineers, training specialists, airline staff 
personnel and FAA officials - and also test his ideas and reasoning 
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about KE007's navigational equipment under actual flight conditions. 

And because Bob's standing is what it is, his fel low .professionals have 
responded generously. Over the years, they have plied both of us with 
advice and information. Host important of all, 3 ome of the most highly- 
regarded people in the field have vetted Bob's findings and encouraged 
hua (not that he needed encouraging) to go on refining them. The bene- 
fits of this plain-spoken peer review process are evident in every 
chapter of what lies ahead. 
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The end-product of our work is a report that traces, stage by 
stage, what befell KE007 from its crew's pre-flight briefing at Anch- 
orage International Airport to (and beyond) its spiraling plunge into 
the Sea of Japan. In the appendices and addenda to the main text, we 
abstract the vital statistics of the flight (e.g., actual courses, air- 
speeds, distances flown, fuel burn) and offer extended treatments of 
certain key issues. 

As readers will discover, our answer to the question, How could 
this aircraft have gone astray? is simply, it did not go astray. We 
are certain that our sifting of the navigational evidence will prove 
to any fair-minded reader that KE007's flight crew flew it on a pre- 
planned course designed to take it into Soviet airspace, a course the 
waypoints of which were carefully and accurately programmed into its 
navigational systems on the ground at Anchorage, 

What the navigational evidence will not prove is the operational 
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purpose of this overflight, We assume that the reason had to do with 
intelligence collection, a complex process to which the silly term "spy 
flight" does gross injustice, (At least one of the areas of the over- 
flight, the air defense radar system on the Kamchatka Peninsula, has 
been a target of 0, S. military intelligence for the past forty-five 
years.) The directive authorizing KE007 T s flight may long since have 
been shredded or left to moulder in some classified archive. But we 
are optimists about the usefulness of our work. We remain convinced 
that* in the proper hands, what is proven will serve as a powerful lev- 
er to pry out what has yet to be proven, and that the rest of the KE007 
story will indeed be told, 

James Gollin 
October, 1 991 



